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Dear friends and families,

Greetings from Maleber.

2015 was an exceptional year for us at The Learning Farm.

T
o begin with, it marked our irst decade; from a humble start with 10 
students in 2005 in our irst batch. Today we have 700 alumni in 25 
provinces, stretching right across Indonesia as well as East Timor.  

For this very reason, our 2015 Annual Report is dedicated to our alumni. 
We cannot be prouder to witness their achievement, for themselves as 
well as the communities with whom they work. Their collaboration is a 

gift to us and  a great contribution to the advancement of Indonesia. As 
Sukarno, our irst President once said  “berikan saya 1000 orang dewasa, 
niscaya akan ku cabut Semeru dari akarnya, berikan aku 1 pemuda, 

niscaya akan ku guncang dunia.”  - Give me 1000 adults and we will 
strive to uproot Semeru Mountain; but give me one youth, I may shake 
the world.

2015 was also a personal milestone for me as it marks my irst year 
at The Learning Farm, together with a dynamic team we managed to 

develop a new systematic curriculum for our Basic Program, redesigned 
our Advanced Program and enhanced our staf’s positions in the 
organization. We also welcomed Suradi, a seasoned Farmers Field School 

Facilitator with extensive experience both in Indonesia and aboard. We 
are also proud to welcome Purwanto, an outstanding Advanced Program 
alumni, to our newly established Apprentice Program, where we recruit 
our best students/alumni to join our team and groom them to become 

our future facilitator. 

As we progress well into 2016, The Learning Farm team and I are ever 
so grateful for the 2,4 hectares of land that has been entrusted to our 

care and for future farm development. At the same time, we are equally 
indebted to the Singapore Red Cross for their pledge of Sin$ 200,000 to 
help us construct our new farmhouse. Both contributions will give us the 
fundamental ability to grow and involve many more young people into 
our program. 

Thank you to everyone who has made our dream come true and let 
us continue to work and build the next decade together at The Learning 

Farm.

Organically Yours,

Nona Pooroe Utomo

Letter from
the Farm
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M
any teenagers in the world lose 

opportunities for an education 

because of their impoverished 
environments. I didn’t grow up in an 
abundant environment and I had to earn 
my own spending money and tuition to 

continue my studies through college. My 

background encouraged me to establish 

the Learning Farm in Indonesia. In order 
to build the farm, I searched through 
swampy terrain for suitable land for 

farming activities. For one year I searched 
but no one was willing to help.

Father Agatho Elsener, who had 
seen my eforts, allowed me to lease 
about 32,000 square feet of good land 
surrounded by mountains, for free. He 

also introduced me to experts of the 

NGO  World Education, which supports 
relief businesses for poor farmers and 

organic farming. 

With their help, the operating team 

started to recruit teenagers whose 

parents were either deceased or lost. 

The same teenagers who had wandered 

the streets selling gum or newspapers 

or even begging for money would 
now wake before sunrise, farm for ive 
hours and make their own food. They 

would spend their afternoons studying. 

They diligently learned organic farming 

techniques, time management, English, 
computers and other studies. 

It thrilled me to think of these future 
leaders of Indonesia. These children 
are extremely diligent. I marvel when I 
see them passionately engaged during 

class time even though farming must 
be exhausting. I feel a bit sad when I see 
them trying very hard to hold onto this 
opportunity so it does not ly away.

As the farm grew far beyond my 
capacity, Gouri Mirpuri and her board 

members took over the farm’s activities. 
Thanks to her exceptional care and 

contribution, the farm continues to 

thrive until today. I would like to ofer my 
deepest thanks to her for nurturing this 

important work.

A best-selling author, Nil Donald 
Walsh, once said, “Teach people that 
sharing their love is the most valuable 
gift they can give to the world.” We 
should never forget to share with others; 
this may be the secret to becoming a real 

cosmopolitan who shines in the world. 

“To leave the world a better place than 
the time one is born, to make at least one 

life happy because you have lived – that 
is real success.” 

-Ralph W. Emerson

Notes from 
the Founder

“Starting a Place
of HOPE” 
By Mee Kim
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Notes from the 
Co-Founder

“Growing a
Great Idea”
By Gouri Mirpuri

I
t began with a simple fund-raiser. 

And an unlikely introduction. My 
dear friend Dedi Panigoro had 

persuaded me to hold a concert at the 

Singapore Residence, and I decided to 
use the occasion to raise some money 

for charity. A column on the back page of 
the Jakarta Post wrote about a tiny farm 
for street kids up in Puncak struggling 
to establish itself. I called their director, 
Jiway Tung, and thus began this joyous 

journey of my own. A sizeable amount 
of money was raised that evening by 
guests like ex-President Megawati and 
Jakarta Governor Fauzi Bowo, yet the 
mood of the director sitting on my right 

was heavy. The short lease on their farm 
was over, they had no land and very little 
money. Pak Dedi was sitting on my left, 
and I knew he had access to a beautiful 
tea estate in Maleber. 

The introduction changed everything. 
The Medco Foundation helped make 

Maleber our new home, and I got deeply 
involvement in keeping the Learning 
Farm going and growing through the 

next 10 years. 

They say it takes a village to raise 
a child. But it took a whole lot more to 
raise this oasis of hope. Christian Van 

Schoote and I worked tirelessly, along 
with all the wonderful board. The early 

days were diicult days: fund-raising 
was a constant challenge and getting 

volunteers, inding youth or seeking 
markets for the producewere only some 

of the challenges. We faced some 

unscrupulous staf, , not to mention 
intimidation by claimants for the land…

but we rode through the rough times 

with faith in our “Higher Purpose” as our 
guiding beacon.

Today, looking at the new Learning 

Farm building and beautiful land gifted 

to us, and seeing the tears at every 
successive graduation when young 
lives, changed forever, have to leave 
this nurturing space, then I too am 
overwhelmed. Overwhelmed by the 
generosity of friends who choose to be 

anonymous, of faithful partners who 

stood by our side, of an amazing team. 

But most of all by the Youth of Indonesia, 
who are our inspiration. I cannot name 
everyone who has helped me bring the 
Farm to this point, but you know who 

you are. And you know how you have 
helped change the lives of hundreds of 
vulnerable young boys and girls forever.  

Thank you.
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Gouri Mirpuri

Santi Damien Somya Panigoro

Mee Kim Christian Van Schoote

Felia Salim

Our Board

Vera Adjas

Laksmi Djuwita

Yasmin Wirjawan

Mariko AsmaraDeborah Iskandar
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Alumni Stories

Slamet, Batch 1 (2006)

S
lamet, 34, from Yogyakarta, was TLF 
alumni from the irst batch back in 
2005. His life was all about drugs, 

drinks, singing for money on buses, 
polishing shoes at the beach and twice 
a week making craft to be sold at the 
Milas cafe. It was there in Milas where 
he met with Jiway Tung who informed 
him about TLF. A month later he was of 
to Cisarua, the original TLF location, with 
his friend Joko.

“There was 60 youth all together. They 
were from Jakarta, Medan, Karawang, 
Tasikmalaya, and Yogyakarta,” Slamet 
recalled. “We studied in the Basic 
Program for 6 months. After that if we 
were interested in something speciic 
like pest control, nursery maintainence or 

natural pesticide, we could  apply to the 
Advanced Program for another 6 months.  
In total I stayed at TLF for 2 years. There 
was no animal husbandry yet. Once Joko 
and I were interested in experimenting 
on liquid fertilizer from rabbit urine. We 
set up everything ourselves after getting 
approval. This including using our own 
money to inance this experiment. Step 
by step, we came to the conclusion 
that urine from rabbits made the most 
excellent liquid fertilizers.” 

Slamet then and Slamet now are two 
diferent people. After leaving TLF in 
2007, Slamet and Joko headed back to 
Yogyakarta. They leased a piece of land 
of 1,650 m2 and start their entrepreneural 
life as farmers. In 2010 they got an ofer 

to teach organic farming to the gardeners 
at the famous Green School in Bali.

Slamet returned to Yogyakarta to start 
his own business in 2013. He leased 3,000 
m2 of land and established Sanggar 
Cerdas. His new venture includes 
vegetables, ishery, chicken, rabbits and 
rice. In his spare time he makes batik 
in bamboo. He also provides space 
for Outbond school, camping, and has 
started a learning facility for people who 
want to learn organic farming. Uniquely, 
he has no set prices. He is satisied 
enough when people want to come and 
learn organic farming, preserving mother 
nature. His mottos is farmers should be 
prosperous enough to live but also teach 
this natural living to others.

He recently launched a book called 
Rumah Organik which is available in 
bookstores. TLF meant a lot to him. “I 
learned a lot at TLF. The whole learning 
experience turned me to the right 
direction. I am no longer using drugs 
nor drinks. I am proud of the time 
management and discipline I have now. 
My deepest gratitude goes to my friends 
and TLF staf who keep motivating me, 
and most importantly the the donors 
who made this program possible,” says 
Slamet.

Mariyadi, Batch 3 (2007)

Mariyadi is known as Kang Iyod in his 
home in Bogor, West Java. He heard about 
TLF program from a farmer cooperative 
in his village. He was 25 years but even 
with a junior high school education he 
could not get any paid job. He helped his 
parents at their farm. He was intrigued to 
join the program and learn proper organic 
farming.

But after his irst week of his initiation 
he was terribly homesick. He told the staf 
that he wanted to go home because of a 
conlict with another street youth at the 
farm. Half of the students that time was 
coming from the street. But a week later, 
the farmers in his village persuaded him to 
return. With a recharged spirit , he quickly 
resolved the conlict and started on his 
learning journey. Kang Iyod admitted that 
he has learned a lot at TLF, not only about 
farming but also how to deal with conlict 
and socialize with diferent personalities. 

After completing the Advanced 
Program he was ofered work at TLF. His 
journey of learning continues till today as 
he grows with TLF. His social skills have 
gradually matured, and he is able to 
conidently socialize with new students 
in every batch. He is now the Farm and 
Greenhouse Coordinator. “I am now a 
better person and am learning new things 
everytime we go to a ield trip with the 
students,” says Kang Iyod.
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Mulyadi Haruna, Batch 9 (2010)

Mulyadi is now 24 years old. His 
life basically changed after TLF. He is 
a lead Organic Farming Facilitator at 
FOCIL Indonesia in Kendari, South East 
Sulawesi. Beside this job, he has been 
facilitatting many trainings and outbond 
activities as well as “Planting the Seeds 
of Change” in the wider community 
including farmers, students and even 
professionals. 

Inspite of completing Senior High 
School, Mulyadi used to hang out with 
drug users and wasted much of his 
youth. But that is history now. FOCIL 
Indonesia sent him to TLF, and that 
changed his life.

“I have learned not only about organic 
farming, I have learned about other 
cultures, I learned English and computer 
and the most important and positive 
thing I have learned is how to develop 
myself. It was a stepping stone for a 
better future. And thanks to TLF I have 
stopped smoking cigarettes.”

Deni Abdul Rozak, Batch 7 (2009)

The Learning Farm encourages our 
alumni to keep developing themselves 
and build their farming career with us. 
We identify potential individuals and 
ofer them jobs as opportunities come 
up. Deni was a student in Batch 7 from 
Cianjur, West Java. He was a middle 
school graduate, and an only son. With no 
job, he was in danger of just wandering 
the streets and wasting his life. His old 
school made him accept the ofer to 
study at TLF.

Deni’s interest in farming continued 
when he joined the Advanced Program 
for 3 more cycles, and he stayed at 
the farm for a total of 2 years. He was 
particularly interested in learning to look 
after the nursery. TLF ofered him a job 
in Marketing/Distribution, and till today 
he holds that position. He has learned 
the distribution process and all the 
necessary steps until the produce gets 
to the customers. Deni drives the van 
himself. TLF also gives a chance for Deni 
to grow and learn to become a facilitator. 
Now he is not only responsible for 
marketing/ distribution but also teaches 
post-harvesting in the classroom.

“I am grateful for what I have learned 
at TLF. I thank TLF from the bottom of 
my heart for giving me the chance to 
develop myself. I have a dream to start 
my own farming business back at home 
in our family two hectares of land. One 
day I will make it true!”

Ilyas Fauzi, Batch 11 (2011)

Ilyas is from Cianjur, West Java and 
dropped out from middle school. He had 
no interest in school. He skipped classes 
and prefers to hangout with his friends. 
His father is a construction worker and 
as the oldest of two siblings, his parents 
were concerned about his future and 
made him join TLF.

It was not easy for a young man like 
Ilyas to follow the tight schedule at TLF. 
He saw many of his peers abandon the 
program after the irst few weeks. He 
thought about it too, but felt it was childish 
to give up so easily. He igured then that 
it was better than being unemployed, 
and he really did like farming.

One of the activity he learned during 
his enrollment was sewing. When he 
returned home he continued learning to 
sew with his uncle who own a convection 
business. His farm training also came to 
good use: He taught his mother organic 
farming and they plant vegetables and 
lowers in about 10 planting beds at 
home.

“I enjoy my life now and thanks to TLF 
I have become independent and able to 
manage my time. I wash my own dishes 
now. It’s not a common thing in Indonesia 
culture but its like a habit already. I realize 
that education is important though 
formal, academic education is still not 
that interesting to me.”

M Farid Rifaldi, Batch 13 (2012)

A graduate from a farming High 
School, Farid who was 20 years old, 
didn’t have any job. He was from 
Kebumen, Central Java. He heard from 
a friend about TLF program but he had 
his doubts. “How could it be possible that 
there is a free training program? What if 
its actually a  scam for traicking youth?’ 
But he took the risk rather than doing 
nothing at home. 

He enrolled in Batch 13 in 2012. His 
worries were unfounded. He found the 
program very suitable to his background 
and he loved the farming. He currently 
works for the government in the 
Agricultural Ministry in Samarinda, East 
Kalimantan.

Farid’s give back, or rather his pay-
it-forward? He has been supporting the 
transportation cost for the students from 
Central Java who could not aford it. “It 
is my way to give back to TLF that has 
been very helpful in making me into the 
person I am now. I want to help other 
youngters like me who want to learn but 
don’t have money for transportation,” 
said Farid humbly.
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Ahmad Ramli, Batch 15 (2013)

Ramli was an alumni from Lombok, 
NTB. He was used to hard work from an 
early age. To pay for his school fees he 
used to catch ish, work on construction 
sites and selling snacks from door to door 
in the village. He made it to university but 
dropped out in the fourth semester.

He made his way to TLF and the 
organic farming and its philosophy 
touched his heart. “TLF changed my 
way of thinking. Suddenly I started to 
care about environment and wanted 
to learn all about farming. I admire the 
spirit of togetherness; I learned that it’s 
our diferences that actually unite us. 
I learned to be adabtable and respect 
other people. I want to go to university 
again, but this time I will take agriculture,” 
Ramli explained.

After his enrollment with TLF, Ramli 
worked in a factory in Bogor for about 
a year. He returned to Lombok because 
his aging parent needed his care. Right 
now he is running the Lombok Organic 
Farm with an investment from a land 
owner.

Furi Fitriani, Batch 14 (2012)

Furi, 24, is a young woman from 
Kebumen, Central Java. She enrolled in 
Batch 14 in 2012. She is the sixth of seven 
siblings with a father who works as a 
casual laborer and a housewife mother. 
She graduated high school and worked 
for a factory in Cikarang. She did not like 
the job as it was dusty and she wanted to 
do something else.

Learning at TLF was the answer she 
was looking for all along. She found a 
fresh, healthy environment and could 
meet and make friends with many youth 
from all over Indonesia. She learned how 
to socialise and respect the diference in 
each person and culture. She became 
more positive and learnt self discipline.

These values help her greatly today. 
She has been working for a small farming 
business since graduation and now she 
wants to develop a new path. She has 
bravely started a mushroom business. 
Though it is not an easy thing to do, with 
ups and downs she keeps up her spirit 
and determines to make this business 
successful by applying for an internship 
in an established mushroom business.

“I am a better person now and I 
hope other youth will gain the same 
values. I hope TLF will keep improving 
the program and make the classroom 
session even more enjoyable. It will also 
great if we could learn a wide range of 
topics like post harvest and derivative 
products like tempe.” 

Nengah Eka Kariasih, Batch 15 (2013)

Nengah is a housewife from Denpasar, 
Bali. She only graduated from Elementary 
School, but her passion for learning and 
leading a sustainable life is admirable. 
Together with her husband, they started 
a trash management business. They 
began by collecting household trash in 
the village in 2010 with a simple business 
formula. Things went well and in 2012 
they started a trash bank though they 
had no clear idea on how to run it.

Nengah was recommended by UID 
to study at TLF. With support from her 
family she participated in the program 
and was amazed by the richness of what 
she learned everyday. She admitted she 
used to be a shy person but after she 
inished the program she felt a surge of 
self-conidence. She could socialize very 
well and learnt enough computer skills 
to operate it to support her business. 

The main experience and learning she 
gained was in the trash management. 
Through a ield trip activity, TLF took 
her to visit a trash bank and how it was 
operated. She picked the knowledge 
here and there and with that insight she 
implemented everything to develop her 
trash bank.

She occasionally participates in 
social activity in the neighborhood in 
conjunction with UID program. She 
facilitates women and youth in the 
neighborhood for farming and nursery 

management. She is genuinely happy to 
participate in making this world a better 
place.

“Now I have become a better person 
and give impact to my environment. My 
business is going well. We have nice 
employees working with us. Thank you 
very much TLF!

Remigius Renam, Batch 18 (2014)

Remi was sent to TLF by a local 
NGO called “Sun Spirit for Justice and 
Peace” that focuses on farming. He was 
previously a musician and did some odd 
jobs at the church. He came to learn at 
TLF to fully learn what organic farming 
is all about. He implemeted what he had 
learned such as making fertilizer and 
natural pesticides and now facilitates the 
local community to do organic farming in 
Manggarai Barat, Flores, NTT. 

“I have not only found what I expected 
from The Learning Farm, but beyond 
that I have learned things like inancial 
accounting, English, and computers that 
helped me to become a smarter farmer.
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Merlin Malicang, Batch 20 (2014 – 
2015)

Merlin was a high school dropout 
from East Halmahera. Recommended 
by World Vision Indonesia, Merlin came 
to TLF with the single goal of learning 
organic farming. His passion earned him 
a place in the  Advanced Program. With 
all the knowledge and experience he has 
gained over the year he has been with 
us, he started an organic farming project 
back at home with continued support 
from WVI.

With seed support from WVI, Merlin 
teaches his family to do organic farming. 
They are cultivating family land to plant 
vegetables for their own consumption. 
His dream is to produce enough to one 
day supply his organic product to paying 
customers and the commercial market.

“I have changed a lot. I learned not 
only about organic farming but also self-
development such as time management, 
discipline. I also have many friends from 
many regions in Indonesia. I have become 
much more aware about my health. I used 
to smoke one pack per day, but thanks to 
TLF I am not into cigarrettes anymore. If I 
smoke I might only smoke one pack for a 
week, but I hope to be able to slowly cut 
that down as well.”

Ahmad Yuhri Ihsan, Batch 19 (2014)

Ihsan grew up in a disfunctional 
environment. His parents were divorced, 
and he was raised by his mother until 
elementary school. Then his grand 
mother took care of him. He heard about 
TLF when he was in farming high school. 
He was interested in TLF program from 
the very start. Right after his inal exams, 
he rushed to TLF participate in Batch 19 
in 2014.

He found TLF was the perfect place for 
him. It inspired him to pursue his studies 
at University. He got a scholarship and 
with support from Joglo Tani (a non proit 
organisation) he is now studying in third 
semester in Institute Pertanian (INTAN) 
majoring in Agricultural Technology in 
Yogyakarta.

Ihsan feels blessed. “I want to be 
a role model in my village once I inish 
my studies. Thanks to TLF I am now a 
morning person and I can speak in front 
of people. I am who I am now really 
because of TLF and I want all youth in 
Indonesia to have the chance to learn at 
TLF.” 
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60. Jef and Laura
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Ali Fatoni
Andriyani Hapsari

Arnott’s
Bintari Widayanti

Dessy Sekar

Eddy Shambada
Greenna

Hilton Hotel Bandung
Indomilk

Iwan Pramana
JP Swanson
Klinik Kana

Koperasi Trashion

Maria Clarissa
Mercure Hotel Simatupang

Nining Farida

Noemie Anex
Personal Growth

PT Hextar Seed Indonesia
Sampoerna Foundation

Sarah Santi

Singapore International Foundation
WWOOFers

Creative Supporters

Aurina Setyawitta
Cindy

Frisna Yulinda Nathasia

Haritz

NTU, Wee Kin Wee School of 
Communication, Singapore

Tiro Daenuwy

Will Wiriawan

Riadhi Istiartanto ‘Uban’

Auction Donors

Agus and Fify Pangestu
Alila Hotel

Alun Alun Indonesia
Amanusa Hotel Bali

Amore Paciic
Argentina Ambassador

Ariin Panigoro
Belgian Ambassador
British Ambassador

Canadian Ambassador
German Ambassador

Iwan Tirta
Javara

Keraton at the Plaza
MAP

Mariott

Mexican Ambassador
Paul Indonesia

Preanger Hotel Bandung
PT KMK Global Sports

PT Kones Taeya Industry
Royal Albert

Sababay

Senayan National Golf

Takumi Restaurant
The Hills Hotel Bukittinggi

The Netherlands Ambassador
The Time Place

TKU
Twinings

XXI
Zulu Helmets
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Admin & Finance
Manager

Adrianus Uwa

Dorm Master Deni Abdul Rozak

Marketing & Delivery

Maryadi

PIC Green House

Miriam Emanuel

Volunteer from UK
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